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1
THERMOCHROMIC WINDOW AND
METHOD OF FABRICATING THE SAME

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

The present application claims priority from Korean Pat-
ent Application Number 10-2013-0053533 filed on May 13,
2013, the entire contents of which are incorporated herein
for all purposes by this reference.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a thermochromic window
and a method of fabricating the same, and more particularly,
to a thermochromic window, the sunlight transmittance of
which is adjustable depending on temperature, and a method
of fabricating the same.

2. Description of Related Art

In response to increasing prices of chemical energy
sources such as petroleum, the necessity for the develop-
ment of new energy sources is increasing. In addition, the
importance of energy saving technologies is increasing with
the necessity for these new energy sources. In fact, at least
60% of energy consumption in common houses is attributed
to heating and/or cooling. In particular, common houses and
buildings lose as much as 24% of their energy through
windows.

Accordingly, a variety of attempts have been made to
reduce the amount of energy that is lost through windows by
increasing the airtightness and insulation characteristics
thereof, while maintaining the aesthetics and characteristics
of the view which are the basic functions of windows.
Typical methods, by way of example, include varying the
size of the window and furnishing highly-insulated win-
dows.

Types of highly-insulated window glass include argon
(Ar) injected pair-glass in which Ar gas is situated between
a pair of glass panes in order to prevent heat exchange, a
vacuum window in which the air between a pair of glass
panes is evacuated, a low emissivity (low-e) window, and
the like. Also being studied is a type of glass that is coated
with a layer that has specific thermal characteristics in order
to adjust the amount of solar energy that is introduced.

In particular, the surface of the low-e window is coated
with a thin layer of metal or metal oxide which allows most
visible light that is incident on the window to enter so that
the interior of a room can be kept bright, while radiation in
the infrared (IR) range can be blocked. The effects of this
glass are that it prevents heat from escaping to the outside
when heating in winter, and also prevents heat energy from
outside a building from entering in summer, thereby reduc-
ing cooling and heating bills. However, this window has the
following drawbacks due to its characteristic of reflecting
wavelengths other than visible light. Specifically, it does not
admit the IR range of sunlight into a room, which is a
drawback, especially in winter, and the sunlight transmit-
tance thereof is not adjusted according to the season (tem-
perature).

Accordingly, a variety of technologies for thermochromic
windows which are provided by coating glass with a ther-
mochromic material is being developed. Such a thermochro-
mic window blocks near infrared (NIR) radiation and infra-
red (IR) radiation while allowing visible light to pass
through when the glass arrives at a predetermined tempera-
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ture or higher, thereby preventing the room temperature
from rising. This can consequently improve cooling/heating
energy efficiency.

In particular, a variety of studies are underway on ther-
mochromic windows which are created by coating glass
with vanadium dioxide (VO,). The phase transition tem-
perature of VO, is 68° C., which is close to the temperature
at which practical application is possible. In addition, it is
easy to control the transmittance of VO, since its optical
constant (n, k) changes significantly.

However, such a thermochromic thin film disadvanta-
geously has a reflective color of dark yellow and a low
visible light transmittance caused by a high absorption
coeflicient for short wavelengths.

Accordingly, in order to increase the visible light trans-
mittance of the thermochromic window, an antireflection
layer is formed on the thermochromic window or the ther-
mochromic thin film is patterned by photolithography.

FIG. 1 is a graph showing variations in the transmittance
of two thermochromic windows depending on the wave-
lengths before phase transition (at 20° C.) and after the phase
transition (at 90° C.). One thermochromic window has a
VO, thin film coating a glass substrate, and the other
thermochromic window has antireflection films formed by
respectively disposing Al,O; and TiO, thin films on the
upper and lower surfaces of a VO, thin film formed on a
glass substrate.

As shown in FIG. 1, it is apparent that the transmittance
of the thermochromic window having the antireflection films
is increased in the whole visible light range. While the
visible light transmittance is increased, the transmittance in
the infrared (IR) range is significantly decreased. The
decreased IR transmittance deteriorates the transformation
characteristics of the thermochromic window (variations in
the IR transmittance before and after phase transition).

In addition, the antireflection film has a multilayer struc-
ture including a high refractive index thin film and a low
refractive index thin film which are stacked on each other.
This type of deposit film is disadvantageous in that its
fabrication process is complicated.

Furthermore, the approach of increasing the transmittance
of the thermochromic window by patterning the thermochro-
mic thin film is disadvantageous in that its process is
complicated and expensive.

The information disclosed in the Background of the
Invention section is provided only for better understanding
of the background of the invention, and should not be taken
as an acknowledgment or any form of suggestion that this
information forms a prior art that would already be known
to a person skilled in the art.

RELATED ART DOCUMENT

Patent Document 1: Korean Patent Application Publica-
tion No. 10-2008-0040439 (May 8, 2008)

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Various aspects of the present invention provide a ther-
mochromic window and a method of fabricating the same,
in which the visible light transmittance of the thermochro-
mic window can be increased.

In an aspect of the present invention, provided is a
thermochromic window that includes: a substrate; a plurality
of nanodots formed on the substrate; and a thermochromic
thin film coating the substrate and the nanodots, the ther-
mochromic thin film being made of a thermochromic mate-



US 9,442,313 B2

3

rial. The thickness of the thermochromic thin film disposed
on the substrate is smaller than the thickness of the ther-
mochromic thin film disposed on the nanodots.

According to an embodiment of the present invention, the
nanodots may be made of one selected from the group
consisting of Au, Ag, Pd and Pt.

The height of the nanodots may be 9 nm or less.

The composition of the thermochromic thin film may
further include a dopant. The dopant may be at least one
selected from the group consisting of Mo, W, Nb, Ta, Fe, Al,
Ti, Sn and Ni.

The thermochromic material may be vanadium dioxide
(VO,).

In another aspect of the present invention, provided is a
method of fabricating a thermochromic thin film. The
method includes the following steps of: coating a substrate
with a catalytic material which is to form nanodots by heat
treatment; forming the nanodots on the substrate by heat-
treating the catalytic material; and forming a thermochromic
thin film by coating the substrate having the nanodots
thereon with a thermochromic material.

According to an embodiment of the present invention, the
catalytic material may be made of one selected from the
group consisting of Au, Ag, Pd and Pt.

The step of forming the nanodots and the step of forming
the thermochromic thin film may be concurrently carried
out.

The step of coating the substrate with the catalytic mate-
rial may include applying the catalytic material at a thick-
ness of 5 nm or less.

The composition of the thermochromic thin film may
further include a dopant. The dopant may be at least one
selected from the group consisting of Mo, W, Nb, Ta, Fe, Al,
Ti, Sn and Ni. loom The thermochromic material may be
vanadium dioxide(VO,).

According to embodiments of the present invention, it is
possible to increase the visible light transmittance of the
thermochromic window.

In addition, it is possible to increase the transformation
efficiency of the thermochromic thin film by increasing the
particle size and crystallinity of the thermochromic thin film.

The methods and apparatuses of the present invention
have other features and advantages which will be apparent
from, or are set forth in greater detail in the accompanying
drawings, which are incorporated herein, and in the follow-
ing Detailed Description of the Invention, which together
serve to explain certain principles of the present invention.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a graph showing variations in the sunlight
transmittance of a conventional thermochromic window
before and after phase transition, the thermochromic win-
dow having a VO, thin film on one surface of a glass
substrate;

FIG. 2 is a conceptual cross-sectional view showing a
thermochromic window according to an exemplary embodi-
ment of the present invention;

FIG. 3 is a conceptual flowchart showing a method of
fabricating a thermochromic window according to an exem-
plary embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 4 is a scanning electron microscopy (SEM) picture
of Ag catalyst which is transformed into nanodots by heat
treatment;

FIG. 5 is a graph showing variations in the sunlight
transmittance of a conventional thermochromic window and
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a thermochromic window according to an example of the
present invention before and after phase transition;

FIG. 6 is SEM pictures taken from a conventional ther-
mochromic window and thermochromic windows according
to examples of the present invention, in which particle sizes
are recognizable; and

FIG. 7 is a graph showing X-ray diffraction (XRD) peaks
of a conventional thermochromic window and thermochro-
mic windows according to examples of the present inven-
tion.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
INVENTION

Reference will now be made in detail to a thermochromic
window and a method of fabricating the same according to
the present invention, embodiments of which are illustrated
in the accompanying drawings and described below, so that
a person skilled in the art to which the present invention
relates can easily put the present invention into practice.

Throughout this document, reference should be made to
the drawings, in which the same reference numerals and
signs are used throughout the different drawings to designate
the same or similar components. In the following description
of the present invention, detailed descriptions of known
functions and components incorporated herein will be omit-
ted when they may make the subject matter of the present
invention unclear.

FIG. 2 is a conceptual cross-sectional view showing a
thermochromic window according to an exemplary embodi-
ment of the present invention, and FIG. 3 is a conceptual
flowchart showing a method of fabricating a thermochromic
window according to an exemplary embodiment of the
present invention.

Referring to FIG. 2 and FIG. 3, a thermochromic window
according to an exemplary embodiment of the present
invention includes a substrate 100, nanodots 200 and a
thermochromic thin film 300.

The substrate 100 is the base substrate that is transparent
or colored and has a preset area and thickness.

When the thermochromic window according to this exem-
plary embodiment is used for architectural or automotive
glass, the substrate 100 can be made of soda-lime glass, and
preferably, tempered or chemically-toughened glass.

The nanodots 200 are formed on the substrate 100.

The nanodots 200 can be made of one selected from
among, but not limited to, Au, Ag, Pd and Pt.

The diameter of each of the nanodots 200 can be 10 nm
or less, and the height of the nanodots 200 is preferably 9 nm
or less. This is because the visible light transmittance of the
thermochromic window decreases with the increasing height
of the nanodots 200, i.e. the increasing thickness of the layer
of the nanodots 200.

The nanodots 200 can be formed by a step S100 of coating
the substrate 100 with a catalytic material, such as Au, Ag,
Pd or Pt such that the catalytic material forms a catalytic
coating layer on the substrate 100 and a subsequent step
S200 of heat-treating the catalytic coating layer. When the
catalytic coating layer is heat-treated, a change in the surface
energy of the catalytic material and agglomeration, i.e. an
intrinsic property of the material, cause dewetting that can
transform the catalytic coating layer into nanodots. In gen-
eral, the catalytic coating layer is transformed into the
nanodots when heat-treated at about 250° C. for 10 minutes.

FIG. 4 is a scanning electron microscopy (SEM) picture
of Ag catalyst which is transformed into nanodots by heat
treatment.
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The step S100 of coating the substrate 100 with the
catalytic material can be carried out by a variety of pro-
cesses, such as physical vapor deposition (PVD) or chemical
vapor deposition (CVD).

It is preferred that the step S100 of coating the substrate
100 with the catalytic material apply the catalytic material at
a thickness of 5 nm or less since the nanodots can be formed
better when the catalytic coating layer is thinner and the
visible light transmittance of the thermochromic window
can be increased when the height of the nanodots is lower,
i.e. the nanodot layer is thinner. The height of the nanodots
is increased to be greater than the thickness of the catalytic
coating layer during the dewetting. It is experimentally
appreciable that the height of the nanodots is increased to be
greater than the thickness of the catalytic coating layer by
about 70%.

The thermochromic thin film 300 is made of a ther-
mochromic material, and is deposited on the substrate 100
and the nanodots 200.

The thermochromic material refers to the material that
undergoes a change in the crystalline structure due to the
thermochromic phenomenon in which its phase transits at a
specific temperature (i.e. its phase transition temperature),
whereby its physical properties, such as electrical conduc-
tivity and infrared (IR) transmittance, significantly change.
The sunlight transmittance or reflectance, in particular, the
near infrared (NIR) transmittance or reflectance of the
thermochromic material significantly differs before and after
the phase transition. Accordingly, the thermochromic thin
film 200 can block IR radiation from the hot summer sun to
prevent heat energy from entering, thereby reducing the
cooling load, and can allow IR radiation from the cold
winter sun to pass through, thereby reducing the heating
load.

The composition of the thermochromic material may
include one selected from among, but not limited to, vana-
dium dioxide (VO,), titanium (IIT) oxide (Ti,O;), niobium
dioxide (NbO,) and nickel sulfide (NiS). It is preferred that
the thermochromic material be VO,, phase transition tem-
perature of which is close to the temperature at which
practical application is possible.

The thermochromic thin film 300 can be formed by a
variety of processes, such as physical vapor deposition
(PVD) or chemical vapor deposition (CVD).

When the substrate 100 having the nanodots 200 is coated
with the thermochromic material, the thermochromic thin
film 300 having a thickness variation is formed. The thick-
ness of a thermochromic thin film area 3004 formed on the
substrate 100 is smaller than the thickness of a thermochro-
mic thin film area 3005 formed on the nanodots 200. In
general, the catalytic material such as Ag or Au tends to
promote formation of an oxide thin film or a metal thin film
even if the catalytic material has a low energy state. Con-
sequently, the thermochromic material is deposited at a
faster rate on the nanodots 200, thereby forming a thicker
thermochromic thin film area. In contrast, the thermochro-
mic material is deposited at a lower rate on the portion of the
substrate 100 between the nanodots 200, thereby forming a
thinner thermochromic thin film area. Accordingly, it is
possible to produce a textured thermochromic thin film by
controlling the growth rate of the thermochromic thin film.

The step S200 of heat-treating the catalytic material can
be carried out concurrently with a step S300 of forming a
thermochromic thin film.

Since the process of forming the thermochromic thin film
is generally carried out at a high temperature of 450° C. or
higher, it is possible to transform the catalytic coating layer
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into nanodots during the process of forming the thermochro-
mic thin film on the substrate having the catalytic coating
layer thereon without carrying out separate heat treatment to
transform the catalytic coating layer into nanodots. The
catalytic coating layer can be transformed into the nanodots
during the temperature-increasing process in which the
thermochromic thin film is formed.

In addition, the thermochromic thin film 300 according to
this exemplary embodiment can be made of a thermochro-
mic material doped with a dopant.

It is possible to control the phase transition temperature of
the thermochromic material by doping the thermochromic
material with the dopant. The phase transition temperature
of the thermochromic thin film lowers with the increasing
doping ratio of the dopant.

The dopant can be one selected from among, but not
limited to, Mo, W, Nb, Ta, Fe, Al, Ti, Sn and Ni.

Since the thermochromic window according to this exem-
plary embodiment is formed as above, the visible light
transmittance of the thermochromic window can be
increased. Specifically, the small thickness (preferably, 9 nm
or less) of the nanodots 200 has no influence on the visible
light transmittance of the thermochromic window, and the
thermochromic thin film area 300a formed on the substrate
100 is thinner than the thermochromic thin film area 3005
formed on the nanodots 200. These features can increase the
visible light transmittance of the thermochromic window.

FIG. 5 is a graph showing variations in the sunlight
transmittance of a conventional thermochromic window and
a thermochromic window according to an example of the
present invention before and after phase transition. The
conventional thermochromic window has a glass substrate
coated with vanadium dioxide (VO,), whereas the ther-
mochromic window according to the inventive example has
a glass substrate, 3 nm-thick Ag nanodots disposed on the
glass substrate and a VO, thin film coating the glass sub-
strate and the nanodots. Table 1 represents the average
transmittances of the thermochromic windows at a wave-
length ranging from 380 to 780 nm before and after phase
transition.

As shown in FIG. 5 and presented in Table 1, it can be
appreciated that the average transmittance of the ther-
mochromic window according to the inventive example was
increased by about 1.6% from the average transmittance of
the conventional thermochromic window in the visible light
range.

TABLE 1
Glass/VO, Glass/Ag(3 nm)/VO,
Before phase After phase Before phase After phase
transition transition transition transition
Average 35.52 33.99 37.10 36.17
transmittance

According to the present invention, it is also possible to
increase the particle size and crystallinity of the thermochro-
mic thin film. FIG. 6 is SEM pictures taken from a conven-
tional thermochromic window and thermochromic windows
according to examples of the present invention, in which
particle sizes are recognizable. In FIG. 6, part (a) of FIG. 6
is the SEM picture of the thermochromic window that has a
glass substrate coated with vanadium dioxide (VO,), part (b)
of FIG. 6 is the SEM picture of the thermochromic window
that has a glass substrate, 5 nm-thick Ag nanodots disposed
on the glass substrate and a VO, thin film coating the glass
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substrate and the nanodots, and part (¢) of FIG. 6 is the SEM
picture of the thermochromic window that has a glass
substrate, 10 nm-thick Ag nanodots disposed on the glass
substrate and a VO, thin film coating the glass substrate and
the nanodots. In addition, FIG. 7 is a graph showing X-ray
diffraction (XRD) peaks of a conventional thermochromic
window and thermochromic windows according to
examples of the present invention. The conventional ther-
mochromic window has a glass substrate coated with vana-
dium dioxide (VO,). The thermochromic windows accord-
ing to one inventive example has a glass substrate, 5
nm-thick Ag nanodots disposed on the glass substrate and a
VO, thin film coating the glass substrate and the nanodots,
and the thermochromic window according to the other
inventive example has a glass substrate, 10 nm-thick Ag
nanodots disposed on the glass substrate and a VO, thin film
coating the glass substrate and the nanodots. As shown in
FIG. 6 and FIG. 7, it can be appreciated that the particle size
and crystallinity of the VO, thin film formed on the nanodots
are increased to be greater than the particle size and crys-
tallinity of the VO, thin film formed on the glass substrate.
It can also be appreciated that the particle size and crystal-
linity of the thermochromic thin film grown on the nanodots
increase with the increasing height of the nanodots, i.e. the
increasing thickness of the nanodot layer.

In this manner, the increased crystallinity and particle size
of the thermochromic thin film 300 can increase the trans-
formation efficiency of the thermochromic thin film (the
difference in the transmittance before and after phase tran-
sition).

In addition, the nanodots 200 can serve as a diffusion
barrier that prevents ions inside the substrate 100 from
diffusing into the thermochromic thin film 300. The process
of forming the thermochromic thin film 300 is generally
carried out at high temperature. When the thermochromic
thin film 300 is formed directly on the substrate 100, ions
inside the substrate 100 diffuse into the thermochromic thin
film 300, whereby the thermochromic thin film 300 may lose
its thermochromic characteristics. In particular, when the
substrate 100 is made of soda-lime glass, sodium (Na) ions
inside the glass tend to diffuse into the thermochromic thin
film 300 (sodium diffusion). According to the present inven-
tion, however, the nanodots 200 disposed between the
substrate 100 and the thermochromic thin film 300 can
reduce the diffusion of ions inside the substrate 100 into the
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thermochromic thin film 300, thereby preventing the ther-
mochromic thin film 300 from losing its thermochromic
characteristics.
The foregoing descriptions of specific exemplary embodi-
ments of the present invention have been presented with
respect to the drawings. They are not intended to be exhaus-
tive or to limit the present invention to the precise forms
disclosed, and obviously many modifications and variations
are possible for a person having ordinary skill in the art in
light of the above teachings.
It is intended therefore that the scope of the present
invention not be limited to the foregoing embodiments, but
be defined by the Claims appended hereto and their equiva-
lents.
What is claimed is:
1. A thermochromic window comprising:
a substrate;
a plurality of nanodots formed on the substrate; and
a thermochromic thin film coating the substrate and the
nanodots to form a valley portion on the substrate and
a peak portion on the nanodots, the thermochromic thin
film being made of a thermochromic material,

wherein a thickness of the valley portion of the ther-
mochromic thin film extending normal to the substrate
is smaller than a thickness of the peak portion of the
thermochromic thin film extending normal to the nan-
odots, and

the plurality of nanodots increases visible light transmit-

tance such that the thermochromic window has higher
visible light transmittance than when the plurality of
nanodots is removed from the thermochromic window.

2. The thermochromic window according to claim 1,
wherein the nanodots are made of one selected from the
group consisting of Au, Ag, Pd and Pt.

3. The thermochromic window according to claim 1,
wherein a height of the nanodots is 9 nm or less.

4. The thermochromic window according to claim 1,
wherein the thermochromic thin film further comprises a
dopant.

5. The thermochromic window according to claim 4,
wherein the dopant comprises at least one selected from the
group consisting of Mo, W, Nb, Ta, Fe, Al, Ti, Sn and Ni.

6. The thermochromic window according to claim 1,
wherein the thermochromic material is vanadium dioxide.
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